Jazz Band
2008-09 Handbook and Syllabus

Preface:  

Members of Jazz Band will study various styles of Jazz Music from traditional swing to Fusion.  Members of the ensemble will be exposed to improvisation, guest artists and Jazz History.

Eligibility:

Jazz Band is open to all members of the Band Program (although non traditional instruments on a limited basis) and Students of Hilliard Davidson High School who play guitar, bass and piano.

Grading:

Each nine weeks grade will be calculated from:

1. A minimum of one playing quiz that may include improvisation

2. A minimum of one written quiz

3. Daily participation

4. Attendance at all concerts

Rehearsal Responsibilities:

1. Band members will arrive and be ready to begin warm up at the time set for rehearsal

2. No cell phones

3. No eating, drinking or gum will be tolerated during rehearsal

4. Each member will have the following for each rehearsal:

a. All:  Music, Instrument, Pencil

b. Brass:  Valve oil, mutes

c. Woodwinds:  Three reeds, cork grease, instrument swab

d. Percussion:  Sticks, necessary auxiliary instrument

e. Electronics:  Necessary cords

5. Each member is expected to play with the best possible posture:  sitting up, feet on the floor.

6. Talking is not permitted while the director is giving instruction. 

7. Cutting a rehearsal, unless excused in advance, will result in the lowering of the grade and immediate referral to the office for the necessary discipline.
Rehearsals:


The group will meet as a full ensemble on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  As concerts approach, other days may be added.  Tuesday and Thursday will be reserved for sectionals and/or small combos.
Instrument Care and Maintenance:  
Personal Instruments

Band members are expected to keep their personal instruments in good playing condition and all times.  If the instrument becomes damaged or unplayable, the director should be notified immediately.  Instruments that become unplayable must be repaired in a timely manner.  See the directors for a list of quality repairmen.

School Instruments

Students who rent an instrument from the school should treat the instrument as if it is their personal instrument.  If you are the only band member playing an instrument, it is your responsibility to maintain the instrument as outlined below.  If an instrument is shared between students, it is the responsibility of the most “senior” member of the band program to maintain the instrument as outlined below.

Instrumental Rental

There is a $50 rental fee (per year) for students who play a school instrument.  This fee helps defray the cost of repair, replacement and maintenance.  Students who rent an instrument for marching band do not pay a second rental fee for concert band.  Please make checks payable to the Hilliard Music Boosters.
Instrument Maintenance


Brass:  

Daily: empty water before placing the instrument in the case

Weekly: (or more as necessary) oil the valves, clean your mouthpiece




Monthly: Grease the slides and “snake” the lead pipe


Woodwinds:  
Daily: swab the instrument before placing the instrument in the case

Weekly: clean your mouthpiece, check for three GOOD reeds




Monthly: grease corks, check pads (flutes, check head joint cork)

Percussion:
Daily: use correct sticks with the instrument, return instrument/sticks to proper storage.  Notify Mr. Ley IMMEDIATELY if an instrument is in need of repair.

Concert Dress:


Members of the Jazz Band will be asked to purchase a “Hilliard Jazz” T-shirt.  Additional dress will be black pants (skirts), black shoes.  Variations of the dress are permitted as long as it is a “section” variation.
Concerts (Gigs):

Date


Where



Time Start Time


December 2

Davidson


7 PM


February

Weaver



6:30 PM

May 15


Davidson


7 PM

Other Gigs may be added as we are called for “community” gigs.  As much notice will be given as possible.

